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A Modern Mercenary.

By E. & H. HERON, Authors of “Tammer's Duel,” Ete.
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£59, by Donbiaday & Me- | beirock of national loyalty.  Perhapa

All rights reserved) | Bilvin=ki was right. Love of country
| wies part ‘of thelr physital oquipment,
¥#t by the irony of clrcumstances they

Synopsis of Preceding Chapters.

were pitted alnat. & other.
« Mubsan, a Uitle duehy In Europe, “Will you “:m_. m‘dmr parole?™
which hus intained  tis Independence | peked Rallywood with his back to the
BEcauie of 1l Jenlogsles of the large ) door.

. seetn about to be
Germany s represinied
capitel, by the shrowid |
3 won Elmuor. :-.‘m:.unus_
roand  Major Counsel- |

e Counsellor drew out a blg watch,

“For fifteen minutes,” he “It s
now $:30; pt 4 mingles past I shail
hold myself once more free to do what
oefl. You understand? 1In the mean-
time we will talk."

Hallywocd mutionsd Counsellor back
lo the camp bed while he himself sat
down on the table,

“I fe hn, we are both rather
hout all  thia' began
S0 i T- i 'me your mtory,; and 1'll

il 1ol you mine*

“My orders were clear enough,” Hal-

il s, T was to take charge of
prisaner, to be brought to me by the
wving mall  at

in

L of the

] ths spot where 1
- 5 ot 1O (1Y =¥ >

SILGE S0E-N Whet mw‘l:“':j: met youl.  You arrived queerly, 1 ad-

with  his  ocwm. | WL Tolllng slong the down lne, but

boikr= | You ‘0 undoubledly the person of

piry
1, Jaca ball «
man witd

- There may be
many mwen ln Massau who would rob
. | mo. but there s only one man who
could do It go . [umal]}."

ount Eagan™
| “Nawrzily. But to return, T left you
clatl the castle fooking for Colendosp:
Lia | w whether you found him or not does not

in

* Into this uffalr, Perhape be was
Sazan's way and he removed him—"
“\M:h u knife.'

"That {= quite in the count’s manner,
Well, 1 got safeiy (o England, where
my business took a day and a half
hm.-. r than 1 expected. 1 received my

spatches, and 400 miles from here I

n-k the precaution of removing them
from wy dispaich box. After we had
I Il the frontler etation T noticed that

truin d st half its length, and
that | was in the last carrlage. 1 didn't
it. It is never healthy for o dis-
h box to travel in an ond com-
um( i a tempting of fate."
seilor stopped as T to collect
gain.
#r & Uitle the pace slackened and
i sharp jolt. They were switoh-
the doswn line, an improve-
i the origingl plan so Hke the
anner that it slmest proves
en on the spot super-
I uons.  Next it was -a
fuce at the window. 1 used my¥ revolv-
er. but they stunned me and robbed me
and left it 1o the night mall to close my
mn-ul!; tur Eomd.  Now - you Know where
you John Hallywoot): you are
abet and o erime agalnst

Yo W country, agninst England!”
! i ywood  faughed,  but & lnugh
ackhouse ,-.u.,:u:‘un,-»t oneself hos o bad sound with

the Kofn "
' tugether
Rally-
+ Lirklle and
yeded roaes w I']N & gy o uie

CHAPTER XXV.
Question of Twy Moralities.

wusrd the t

ank

“It =eems the day has coma when I
ind my onemivs diossed in red!™ he

Why, yves If vou chooss ta pat it so,
i elther carry these dispatches on
gar or remain o keep me pris-
you pisy Germany's game for

1183
weoustomind 1 l"“ L
: ity
ntoe | .

' ruzgestod Rallywood.
r sent me here™

Ih';tr angry grunt of de-

im.

» may be loyal. but Selp-
hottom of the whole plot,
d there ls any bond of k-
et bDetween you and his
il mi. ha sent vou hepre to
Hu knew that betwesn the
claims of a rin’s public and
lir ghume and often
v you mit see that amongst
are bent on ruining you?
I hoped nll might be
b in can ask for! Your
Chicago cousin at Queen's Fain is dying
and you are his helr. Yot you are 1o be
-rultes] by the hate of Elmur
and what are you to Selp-

Gt is nt t}
Do e

of
il |
I

H=1 Ing
| Ing

nd | aughier
! break you,

ar
It was ' dor? but

ent
WS E e Iy 1o be crughed, whoss
Tok Lh-. Water | yrasenee 4 ws him™
S5 Hitle [ e g vy o of this? His sending
me to hes witoess of vour nssassination

Tie Incbawdly with the theory of his ool-

stultifled the
Selpdort l’t-rnt-l

hlood!™ (‘uuns-rll--r
highwiy robbery with
h I h:n been whjea.h o
of
m]ll me Thu! ne-
lealations, before 1
thee dulte will have

not hard to read
ran on old lines
s only ot wWoy out
y me, John"

have offere]
man to man
in Counsellor's In-

England's envoy as

her antaganists, and into

{the scale in ber favor he meant to

He Aung | gy the whole of his persanal in-
caught | p

with Rallywood.

ol manl g of dissent,
Fou sure il not side with
' prriy as  agalnst the duke?”
v "

* i r known

il itnily-

* Towiked ngain Toxiar had

Lo change

Cware fiving.

ustave hagr allowed
huggeidl yot  onoe
+ suld to himeslf, “John, on
gifde o vou =appose  Valerie
wi wouild wish to sen youl

1 ot mentlon her,”" mnswens!

vour not spokent? Dope
es, nrd others know,
her,  But it s endad.
mere; 1hete never ¢an

Hor put his hand te his head.
That, after ail,

U v Jood dowens ot him, and
famched there was a shadow
ach in the glande.

u that iz the question, but for
hor," Rallywood said,
niil 1 can resign my

honor holds me hor

wore the

atl,
Mdier™
I ihings in the world, what is
way a8 homor?"  sald Coun-
Honor & a wild flower; God
+ man prunes ft, and the
y be respunsible for the
times meets with. Well,
en and the devil's way!” The
jor turmed Irritably round. “In my
! & man's frst doty Is 1o his coun-

7 wish T eould seo It 50" sald Ral-

sadly, Then the hush of a
tv b » fell upon the little room,
nir wis stifling to both, for Coun-
or Knew it wan in his <¢om-
* heart, omd even felt o far-off
pity for him, bul no relenting.  Rally-
woll ] « handoome hrown face hod grown
suddeniy rpp and agad, and his gray

nervous fimgem

A an | eves contracted to dark pointe under

honest | their frowning Hde The man wag

. looking on the wreek of his life, and

eried Counsellor, Jdowly coming to the conclusion that
Jong o think it out. | he  must ehoose  that  ooumee which
d question” replied | would sdd the defeat of the land  he
s own ruls, He would have

i '11 @ 1t you | divd for Eszland, hn'nm' in the =acri-
hman® flee, Bat 1o bose all In heér despite was

thiat | hitter thing.

“Time's g,

v uml

waild the major. “You

sponsibility | have one minute 1o give me your de-

withdraw  at | clsion.”
plawuare, . soldlor of “A  soldior should s+ no  further
Masssu, and us such my piblic honor | than the point of his swanrd,” replied

has first claim,.”

It was a simple remlering of a tre-
mendous problem, but It served for
Rallywo

HThin—" sall Counscllor.

There was a rush and a seulfle, but
Failvwood was young and strong and
mnme actlve than the major.

*Coafound you!™ Counsellor fell hack

Rallywood. “An oath stands my de-
sires. These diepatches may be
hut you Know they have come ntd my
charse. As lmg an 1 am o soldier of
Meanssn, my duty to her comes first of
all. I cannot let you go. nor ean 1

up these dl=patches! Curse you!'

strong fiash of emotion n
upon the restraint of his m “why

)
mle truth. Thin he walted.
Rallywood stood vp,

“I ‘cannot argue,” he =ald, "but
majar, you will believe me when 1 say
that T sde my duty plainly. T refuse!”

"1 have had a great regand for you.”
replied  Counsellor, siowly, “hut I you
your brains out tanight! Glve e those
disnatrhes, ™

There was a rapid  movement, and
the gleam of & pistol barrel in his hand,

“Thank Gisl!™ It was not more than
the faintest whisper from Rallywood

as he @prang at his companion,

Rut there wins no report, only an oms-
Inous elick as Counsellor flung the uni-
toaded revolver in  Rallywood's | face
with & bilter word,

"It was not loaded,”

Hanlly had they closed when the
door was opened and o couple of men

waler ran in streams from his clothes
to the floor. while he stond and stared
|at the two combatants, who had fallen
apart.

ek a deﬂnite and un-

Were my own non, by heaven. 1'd blow

supported Unzalr into the room. Thel

PR T e
ot

‘E:r sla:c‘-na Ettn;w" But there wis
3 § © ack agalnst mos
:ee That is one  rveason I—ltked
im. We heard the shols, and though I
was horribly I‘rtlmamd. 1 told you nons
1 knew all
\'nltrk-‘ What ure you

-z m tlmsklng of Captain Rally-
wood,” wered the gir] at lest, offer-
Ik tbl‘ excuse Isolde would be most
I o arcept os true. L did not
Enow ke lad 5o many eneinle=. But s
hie= not in Revonde ™

“No: he has not been gt the bar-
racks sinde yesterday sfternoon, [ sent
him an invitation. You never give ma
crodlt for xinocerity, but I am steady in
my friendships, [ do not mean to
{drop kit becauss he tulked all thae
You bomsted

monsease atl Hofn Ford
tabnul M. SHelpdars powoer—make him
use |t now 1o save Hallywood. 1 begin |
to Beélleve that yon are really as ‘cold
as you pretend to be. Vaierie, you cire |

n mgzpestion of Mnu-“ enment and
numm..

Swept awny by the feeting of the mo-
mmtfﬂshr crogsed the roum to his #lde

t | and jald her hand upon his arm.

“What Is 1t? Something has hap-
pened.” she said.

Raliywood Jooked down at her. The
beautiful eyes like stariit darkness, her
clear-hued lovellness, the sofl, dusky
curis above her brow, her ish re-
serves and petulapces gl her sweet,
unapproachable personality enhanced
to piin the knowledge that ke waa
lookdn 5 his last upon them.

“Nothing to distress you, mademoi-
selle, hm‘autsr M. Belpdor! knows all
about 1.7

“Then tell me; I know so anuch al-
ready.

“I wish I could. Hut I think his ex-
cellency might prefer to tell you him-

wolf.”

f s it good news, then?  Major Coun-
willor has suceeeded? Then why are
you so mmd?

“2ad, mademolseile?’ he anwwered,

with n smiie.  “Men often look pad

Vidm gk va ey

“Rallywood Stepped Inside and Lit a Match.”

1 suppose thoy sont you to m- “t me,
Rallywood,” he sald n Er ML | 3
- T'm done. You mu-: CarTy

% on Without delay, for
neotior at  tho
Gup thero s

o time 1o .

Hmly\\ ood polnted to Counkellor.

“This pentleman b= my prigoner. Yo
will k-‘f~|: him here unll further ntvi--r!'.
Meantine I will ride on with these to
tevonde.”

Counsgellor and Tneair
gethor, but no word pas
them til « n the

remiained  to-
ed betwepn
night they

heard the beat of ho Inllywoud
ricle awny on his m

CHAPTER XXIVL

Love's Handicap.

AR Hullywood gallnped

through the night under 1h
moon, with the tsa hehind him and tht‘
penrt-gray roed  withering away Tt §
the level distanes ahead, it happened
that the twa women of whoin he musg
huve had some thoughts durvipg e
| Iy r and spoks together

“Nilerle, 1 ed for you to gn with
me to the Al dt's peeeptl [E T
I hive o gquestion o ask yow™ In...n
Ienidie 3t encw. when the door of  the

carringy was closed.

varsingly

all = fale In love

T 4;'-' ml
andinlly croee |

Why ba

s dr

gAYy to ricur o the sub-
Ject nt ali?
Wil yon never
der?s™

Valerie looked steadily back into the
Tovely face. e the underivine sr-:_rlt
of mockery w ited Inté an in-
nocent pl.nn‘utnr 1, .*m
“On the contrmry, | thank 3
for hambugging him? V nlrﬂ'

forgive muo,

K.

rou bl

npdl,

not

1 EOme pers
t that he did
t meaty whil he @

puld nul el him. Such a

¢ 18 apt to turn aour in o hus-

band's memory, You may tru=l me—]
will koo your sserel” Valerie smiled |
scornfualis”

“But § can keep n socret] For in-

stance, | wapt to besr where Captaln
Ralywand lg, because ] know the connt
hatis him, amnd aiso,” she nedded ber
head sloiwly, “snid alés our dear friend,
Baron von Eimur.””

\'air.rlr was sturtled.

“RAsron von Eimur! ahe repented
*i(y, you quite mistake the matter. The
Ui-fecling bhas nothing to do wha:o\'nr
with you or with me The count und
Von Elmur hate him on very dliferont
grounda Eversthing appears to' Inter-
~41 mey nowadays but ourselves!™ she
r'm.led FaLly.

ause He It English, perhaps??
“Well, yes, it han something to do
with 1. You remomber that last night | was
at the castle? 1 conclude it wus Jack
who  mpolled thelr plans when Simon

a #tep or two, hreathing hard, Thore have yun no swword?. 1f you had killed

are uu:i'r:-- wituations Iilllnhh";}' thelr ele- | me
sental force destror all other emoucns. | Counsélor hia “watch

g‘he situation £i Kofn guerdhouse was | his pocket. ) S Tt
e of thewe, The polnt at jssue be-| “A man's rmml.rr should be his eon-
eon ihese two men pierced to  the |sclence,” sald the oiﬂ diplomatist, as

1 won=|

|
forezm |
tvery hap-

1 her HWeart she thought Valerie o tered the hall ‘she rind Raliywood s
great gonse fof sk | i

Slalmer.  VaRity dge of mo | “Has his excellendy returned? she

e whersby to int=n pride, asked of anatteadant. “Then place roes

but It showed me what he [freafmentsin the siiall hary, stzln

| Rullywood, © will join you in a fow

1 wopdir how Bavon von Hlmup | momehte. M, Selpdort will ly '!ull.lr
ar thae his future wifs | very soon.  Ho is anxious <N

) to declard her live It was i Hetle necessy i <-l.n|l.-ur

* retorted Isoide. before the pomo nte  How |

him." far It decvived ¢ e Iaintly

don't?”  exelaimed | guessed when one -mmld‘r-‘ nnyohe's

[ Rat

and u;e baron went to the duke's apagt- “

Tm litlel Whezeasr L in #pite of all
that bas hogppeped, would seeve him If
B lould.

"1 =hall sée oy father when' T returg |

tonight, 1 promiss yow I
| Isolde buttoned her glove thought- |
fuily. - l
“} m: must. i1l not to let him
suspect that v hrur By "ﬂ'llll in-
terest In Jacls™  she’ wil that |

would be  mersiy an 'nl'dl!l inil reason |
for letting Hually wood—go." |

Vialorio ¢old ot misunderstand the |
euphemism, g
“eolde, my father ix not n savage.”
imed.
pa oty =il Mmie, de Sagan, |

: ‘He Is; 1 know, & very charm-
Irur man n. soe lety, hut my exporieio
Ross to =how thoi every man i85 o sav-
agv—aun fondd."
Words which embody the opinion of |
mors Women thon. One cares to oum-
|
| 2 wlelork when an officer of the
flng the wind-swept darkness |
1 of the r'r-un!r\' behind him, rode throuzh |

the sorth gite of Revonde Into the |
vivid black and white pw wotlves of
the oy, where, vlose ou Lhe brit-
Hant Hne of electric light heraell
seomed 1 sl in Jealive

intensity binc |
Hallywood had pleke d up Unziae’s ree.

The passing lamge shinbe v L U¥E.OFf ROrRER Rl otrtatn; points, anud o |
upan their fiiees G8 they passad l]u_uuxb v halh- had e soed Lt of the |
the lighted streets, Mme de SOgAN 1 eigy. Now he erossed thy br thit
looked at her comg i v ks | Hlew oppiosite to ihe mate of the pa

‘Whiete & Capliin Iywond?" BB | Lnd monnted the otrving sprects towird
added, abruptls 20 the ghancrllerie

Hix v v had not tawsesd belwisn X :

sliice Lhe e Lhe blotk. | Hedwang 1hm" hie horee |
Lhe m. Inde the nteryl at v BT PR ol |
tell you, 1 don't Koow.™ | under s ovarhanging

! rlage dashed op on th

’hxn’h doora: above we n:,- Hpon |ml !
nrell ol e ‘r':‘. (] widd frogm sten
1 to step down the \'Ll’!']l Gl i voupls
of fobtmen placing it with the guick

1 deltness of oke until 11 seachod the enr-

rlags. |
| As she aiighted. Mile. Seipdort recos- |
s nlaedl thet Wl fgure n o the (ravel- |
{ staltsd riding clupk,

“Captadn Rallywood, where have son
comy fromT" she asked, almodt nvol.
untarily,

‘Fot the frontier, mademolsolle.™

“WIIlL youi glve ne your arm? What
has happened? Hes Major Counselige
come back?" ghe whispered, as they
went up the wrenw

"“He s atthe ford,
an areidéns™

Valerle sald no maors,

He has met with

but as she en-

secrels o relatlon o anyuone's serv-
ants.
“Man desgus his own game,” thonght
he followed the servant
charge be was given, “or
ho i8 Torepd oo stamd ont and ciroum-
stances ‘plny I&-for him.  In the yeurn
all s one™
Whichever way the lssie of this
night's work turned, Maasau and V-
lerin must both pass from his life for-
«vor. The ope supreme obstacls which
lurks always beslde the mercenirs's
path had arisen to bar his advance at

ast.

Yalerie the door softly. Bhe
was trembling ol afraid, but  she
would not be outdone In generosity by
t v e mhml tilictermlnud to

s # words spoken at
Eofny Ford, gnd te show him how en-
trely she mmwh'mmdeﬁ thelr chival-
rous intentlon. ¥nt when her eves fell
upon him =0 ;hqui!lnt of self faded. He

standing way between the

"wm‘}iﬂ!"ﬂ&'%‘m af lhe wide

the
mu-hr he
but in hls m“u-

e count and Baron von Elmur to.

B s v

l\\n- n lhr'\.
1"

anly hunsry and dog-

“Then onl,
FOU some wine

She drew him to
out @ glva of

T

Ehe suld. "Lt me

wine.

fuceess of Masau and of
v gabl.  Then, touching it

he graceful fashlon of

lipa' In

| Mussau, she handed 1t 1o him

YHark! 1 1!unk I hear my father ur-
tiving. wihing 1 must
sav Lo o

She ol
Titayis,

m;‘ ri .
and felt us il' he o

“Captnin Rallywoond,
YL,
that night at Kofn Ford 1 unde
—pray belleve
thi yall e
aliyel™

Rallywood Jld nor hesitaie.
was one Lthing Vilerie shoald knny
be certiam of in the uncertain futu

re dreaming.
I want to thunik

| understond H—
the nobdest gentieman

There
1

“Give me a memenl T pimolselte.”
rxclialired, ning her. “I e you
§ aulte ur nl, T ocoukl mt

et VYo o ungderstamdl  But now—
now that 1 am lavine Massau | must
tell you the trut Parhaps you will
bhelleve It gome day. | am progd"’'—

"1 Kne I, and vt Fou—Oh iy oo
mre WIny sake Yol stos 1in
jr, It was ot troe! But Tknew that.

k her hands between his own
ne elass
dommas e
=W you it

It was troe!
aiways has

£ she sald, breathleasly,
L heip zaying 1L

1o ¥ ke answered., The tempta-
tibn to wander w Hitlo was e sweel.
“Yaut wor= this cloak"—he louched It
with his Argors, then labl his hand over
bers deliberaniely, U the quiet, confident
way In which he di everything, and
which she had growi iove—"und
r sinee 1 have cartied the glove you
piged.. And, though thi= s my good-

1 will éarry ft—alwaye”
“But—but—"'

“0, 14 t ask you ta bellive me
now,” he sabil bitteriv. 1 am  mpot
gable, mademolsells 1 was only toa
proud 1o say | o you that nizhi,
as"—with another 16 smle—"T was
only too proud Bot to gay it before”™
Jerle ralsed Ber eyes, and her eyes
were full of Ihtht

“Then It was tru=—ihank God!"

Hut Ralivwood. thoush he s  the
phrpose of her woeech, would not un-
derstond its significanes. o led her

e
by

toward the door by ‘which she had en-
terd,

“You muost go,
dare
]

mademotselle, T—
keepr your with me  loahgper,
nnd may Godd go with, vou,

ot

Sho Kt peed suddeniy and kinwed the

| t=nd that held hers.

YL too, wm proud.”™ she  whispered,
And the door closed upon her,

CHAPTER XXVIL
The Man of the Hour.

“Selpdort Is the man .of the hour™
Counacilur onoe sald o - Raljvwood,
and the major's saying had a trick of
lingering In the memary. With the
chancellor then still rémiined the key
to (he sitnation, He was implicated in
thefeonspiracy, bul he had less to galn
and far more o loss than the pithers
A dangerous condition and one possible
af developmnt,

All this passed In a fash. throuch
Rallywood's mind as the opnoalte door
opensd to admit M. Ba who re-
plicd sty to Rallyw how.

"1 wuas oot p to see you this
eveitlng.” began orf.

“I have lrmluﬂlt the dispatches, your
-znellmtr. replied lma.m tuking

the
uiug tu Hold it in Wis hand,
Eeipdorf u’ﬁd him.

“Ligutenant U‘nll.r 4
mm&rmc&l‘lunm In an un-

fully placed? The chancellor was euri-
ous to hear, The mpn was an artist in
the human lomn.

“From Litutenant Unziar™ Belndurt
repeated tentatively. “And your pris-
oner? The man who 1 ordered you W
keep at the block house?

The chaneellor half expectsd o hear
that Counsellor was also in Hevonde,
and that Rallywood with an unassoim-
inl but unwpeakalfie offontry had call.
ed to explain his own vlew of the gl
ter.

“Unziar i8 =ith him—with  Major
Counsellor at Kofn Ford. Unxiar was
grnablée 1o ride on 8t onee afler cross-
ine tho river, whick Is in flood. Thare-
fore I have come.

Was {t possible Raliywood had mate-
Iy shirked facing the difficulty in this
wiy T thought Selpdtore.

“Ah, Majer Cotunssilor?
are the divpatchen ™™

“Phrse are Major Counssilors pri-
vate dispatches, which were stolen from
him within the fromtier of Mausaul®
anil Ralivwood,

Selpdort's round eves showed thelr
ks i1y an odd Meler. The ailsck was
sudden. He brushed his mustache wp-
wards with n thoughtful movement of
the tinzer and thomb, regarding Bally-
woodd as he did s

“Then why have yon hmought them
to me? he safd at last.

“Recause o soldipr shonld see no fur-
ther than the polnt of his sword, vour
excellend replied Rallrwood siowiy,

“Good! And how do you cotme tb Enow
what the packet contning?

“Phe persen who rolibed Major Coun-
sellor did not even take the precaution
of placing it under anither caver. He
recogtiiged it nt the blockhouse

“It spems to me then L you hml n
ll‘!"' l«m ty make pt the blockbouse T

“Yes." sald Rallywond simply.

But it was not a subject to bear dis.
o,

“As a saldler of Maasan you devided

And these

«

rl_zhri} i ‘hl.:gl.u.r isjndged Rally-
wood for the memer it crosaed his
mind thit this was s mercenary after

e 'I.u ughl.

tis,
I wow wish to resign

all and

when you Imw -r.n
and your saai? When we
recognition of thess high gu

“I want pothing, ¥our ex«
to go out from this house o fres
returned Ralizwood coldis.

lw-.umhi-rr your words,

Rul! woed.

‘Even
arisen.’’
reming your ex
onth doew Dok co
sipailon.”

Selpdort wa

Captaln

If wiher diffiealtics had not
want on Rallywond, 1 may
ney that o soldier’s
rabibery and assan-

and looked asvoninhed,

“No one need ever know whera the
dispatehes have been, In  four hours
lhey m:'lhb« with Major Counsellor at
fon.”

legat
u you, Captnin Rallywpod, will bear
the w responaibility  thut  woald
simplify the matter. Otherwise It is
war,” Belpdor! loked meaningly at
Rallywood as he gpoke.

Bor Valerle waw not decelved,

“Not that! Not thatl” ‘she oried.

“It must e that or nothing.” Seip-
dorf dMl pot 166k al her, and he spoke
almost brusque=ty,

T knvw what it roeand
may he was false to his oath,
s there no other way?
him go!™

Rallywood's face chapged.  Fale was
crushing her (wo strange, gi7ts lnto his
hanads, love and death at the sames mo.
ment. He cressod tv Valests's ni
drawing kv to him his gray o yes 1o
L.’irlr yourage s their bappiness into

Ll W

They will
O, father,
I cantior ez

“3iy darling. this makes It eaxy,
whuw:'rr enemen”
“It may be death! Tv wil be dea

He winoed sl 1k

1 her father
ve poser to dooan

thing you p in Massay. You will

save himy for me. You can save him.
Promise mie thar oF [ cantint ot him
got*

Selpdort was touched. He Hked Rally-
won. Thetwe was much in the siogie-
henrted sbldier that appenled to his
symimthics Hut-

"1 will pot decelve
such i thme as this ™

s, Valerie, at
answored gen-

¥

t; “l canmil foresee nt Ay hBap-
pei- I may not be nble (o prevenc the
worst. Capiain the
dinpatches, him
=eif for the =tate, MY Tels

w u ) you
Vislerfe buried Ber fais in her hands

vlock moved nolsslessly on and on,
throbt in the

&1 ber head
¥ at Ballywood

“Tt would not be love If B kald olhers
wise, You would oot love me if 1 said
otherwise, Yot must.go, Jobhn'™

(To be continned.)
—_— -

“Money 1o Burn

Purple disy. Salwair,

Th-
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ﬂ’. 5. Dmamn!‘.

—

SFrank Encx......

ir

"

T ml.
Cashler.

“f donw't understand Yo" he said
gravely. “FPray  tell me what yon
mr-m‘l"

“1 found Mujor Counsellor alons ang
uncaonscious tn a single carriage that
had been sent rolling down the Ineline
on the line where the outgoing mall
train could noe fail to eollide with b
T’hr inference ia clear. Some ope wikhad
»nd of him—in 4 rmllway
the plan wie a curinusly
'\I_ulh'l one, for nothing coull satisfac-
torily explain Mujor Counssllor's pres-
ence there, since It was well known to
the Britizh b tion In Bevonde that bhe
nirring, nol leaving Mansau™
Selndorf eiood ellent. Heére waa
other ill-devised amendment born of
blundéring hrum.
strange story,' he sald
length. “Had the train -urnr into
n wiith the carrlage which you
¢ down

a
Count Sag
*It Is a ver

at

Alfau can prove
o mail might have been derailed,

o ane cap el what loss of

ITI'Il sty m.h i
ot the life
uf M.
Th- c
“You are oat of your
steTnly.
“It Is truel”

soved: Tor onte,
sl he samid

]

Vs

glve i—h—lu'w o —
the table amd poured | o

| Captain Rallywood has sald 10 yon—yes,

1 enn hever thunk you enatigh for I

Pmur was using Count You
must be on  your 4EAInst
them."

Both men looked rount slerie had

ante

rer, you must hear mo belers Yo

» ganced @t Rallswood and
e,
Valorle.
with ¢ thing
Seipdort met her &s =he
him.

“You must heir me tonight, father,
You are mistaken: I have had o

deal to do with them. 1 Know a

you have nothing to do

crme townrd

at

had a right to know. For it was [
Major Counsellor to the
ni= atl the castle, be-
CASE w rv wis a plot agaliass
hlghnes< Byur 1 did not e
in which Haz

I
who bronshe

Kl
n German plot,

f‘nl,hl-nlr'r: you with
*asked Selpdost, with

“Who has Dot
nil this non
cold suspicion.

“You dan’t understand me? Fathar, |
knuw how Capiain Colendorp diedl T
sxw jt—the strugsle and his fall oves
the oliff. Then 1 guesscd his highness |
Wik in danger, ard L went to warn him
tell my futher of
» duke's ToOmS
nlght with Borep
r anid I—heard
k It, bt

of the
knoli

B the middive
vion E.[mur, T—wre
v

tlaat =tamls

safe! And ¥y«
pend=—you, 5 g
liberty—yor re the Itn. Lhey W iry
e deatroy! ¢lse why
should by trs

Hhe was clinging tr L m.

o Lyou? If 1 12 bt that was
true—if 1 could bBolieve Lo meant o in- |

Jure you"—

At

The chaneeljer o1l Tils eyes.
ihils moment liy—hd wna
A-n|n th He magaciow: des

-l-n: & maater siioke

. as in reality

nw.\-lg. retiring o n ms:.ul' e position
5 wait gpon events

“Tell me the sory,” |

“There i nothing fuoit re-
pHed  Rallywood. “Mademe IWF
But for her

glven you the
Mansao would tod

3 oVinoe 0-'
not i S

Geérmamy, 1o fact i
“1 he been misinformed and  de-
etfved In an lmeomprélensible manner,.’

Iy. There

wllior muld emplatio

3 the matier of Coonsellors
ilispatches. Noth wan now o hn'i
gained by K them, whereas, by

E |.. u-. i diplomex-

giving thoem b
tst, Mans . was proft for the
tinee it teant. T |'il?ﬁ' iy wis Ly get
rid of the packet wit hout. ioas of “Hl-
Iz o himaell ¢ nw Lo Anjor U
s=tilor's dispate adided doubiful-
5.
)"1---1 wili send them baci
=il Valerie easerly.
“You cannnt =ee the

o i,

diMiculty of my

o § o The chanvellor Il his
hand upan her shoulder. “Ta be frank
with you. and in confidencos, Capinin

Rullywood, 1 hive not been lgmbrant
that an pndesstanding oxisted hetween
®ount Sagnn and the Buran von Elmyr.
I have even boen obliged to consentance
it oy certaln extent. As you kpow,
they nre nware that ihese disppiches
tinve been sent Lo me. 101 use them as
my daughter suggests, I onoe
point out that trouble must ens
1 more or lesd represont Moasan.
we cannot afford (o ofand Germauny
She only awalts a pretext to hurl down
her army of locupation upon un, Had
1 never had Whose dlapateies the wag
might hiave been easier.”

His glance at Rallywood held o large
repronch,

“But. father. in honesty and Justice’
“It i & chse of private justice zs up—
posed to national mecessity. If Cap
talis Ritliywood bad snoriticed hin pubu.
to his pl'hmte hotwr. If he'bind chosen (-
fin country’s cause to his oagl
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